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with tufts of long hair. The larvae of Tiresias serra, which
lives under loose bark among cobwebs, etc., has been described
and figured by Sharp, who says that the three posterior
segments of its body bear on each side tufts of long brown hair,
which are capable of being raised or lowered at will. Pupation
takes place in the larval skin, which splits along the dorsal
surface, but is not cast off the pupa. It is curious to note that
the life-history can be prolonged in every stage if food is scarce
or conditions unfavourable. Both larvae and adults can live
for some time without nourishment; while the eggs will remain
as they are if they should chance to be in a position not
advantageous to the larvae on emergence. The adults are,
as a rule, comparatively harmless.

The family has been listed by Dalla Torre in the Berlin
Catalogue.

Fowler describes the twelve British species.

The species of most economic importance are: Dermestes
lardarius, which is cosmopolitan in range and attacks bacon.
D. vulpinus, also cosmopolitan, which destroys hides, etc.,
and in India ravages the cocoons of silk moths. Anihrenus
vorax, in India, attacks wool, hides, etc. A. scrophularice, in
America, attacks carpets and woollen goods. Trogoderma
Jchapra, in India, attacks grain, and is now established as a pest
of barley in England : the last is particularly dangerous, as it
attacks dry grain and will probably become cosmopolitan.
Its introduction to Australia, the Argentine and the United
States will be a serious matter, but, in the absence of any
precautions, will certainly take place.
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Pill beetles.

Oval, very strongly convex. Head with vertical forehead.
Antennae clubbed and inserted between the eyes. Tarsi
usually five-jointed. A prosternal spine fitting into a
mesosternal cavity.
A family containing about 300 species found in both temper-
ate and tropical regions.
The popular name of " pill beetles " is an apt description of